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Woodlore Camping School
PURPOSE OF WOODLORE

CAMPING SCHOOL

Woodlore emphasizes the Patrol Method, 
Leadership Skills, and the practical 

application of Pioneering style camping.

Scouts build their own campsite, spend a 
day as leader of their patrol, and earn the 

Pioneering Merit Badge.

Woodlore graduates gain confidence in 
their personal outdoor ability while 

learning to function as part of a group.

HISTORY OF THE WOODLORE
CAMPING SCHOOL

In early 1970, scout leaders Reynolds Wallace 
Jr., Leckie Mattox, and Jess Walker from the 
Choctaw District, Alabama-Florida Council, 
met with District Executive John Bane to 
discuss training for boy leaders.  The guide 
for their discussion was an old Wood Badge 
syllabus, from which they devised a camping 
skills and junior leader training course.

The first Camping and Woodlore School was 
held for the Choctaw District March 11, 1970 
at Cahaba Wildlife Management Area, 
Centreville, Alabama.  The school was an 
outstanding success.

Following the conclusion of the second 
school, numerous requests were received 
from other districts to allow their Scouts to 

attend this popular program.  Responding to 
these requests, the Executive Board of the 
Alabama-Florida Council adopted the 
Woodlore Camping School as a Council 
program with the stated purpose of teaching 
Scoutcraft, Pioneering and the Patrol Method.

Through the efforts of those early leaders, 
along with the many Scouts and Scouters who 
have followed, Woodlore has provided 
leadership training and camping skills to 
Scouts for 36 years.  It is a program like no 
other, and unique to the Alabama-Florida 
Council.

ADMISSION
REQUIREMENTS

• 12 Years old*

• 1st Class or higher rank*

• At least 10 days and nights of 
camping in addition to Summer 
Camp*

*May be waived by the Scoutmaster

   
STAFF 

CREDENTIALS
• Course is run by youth staff

• The majority of the staff are Eagle 
Scouts

• All staff members are Woodlore 
Camping School graduates                                                         
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